This  is  your  Bill  of  Rights. 

It  is  179  years  old. 

It  is  being  killed. 


ARTICLE  I 

Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press  or  the  right 
of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  o  and  to  petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of 
grievances. 

ARTICLE  U 

A  well  regulated  militia,  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the  people 
to  keep  and  bear  arms,  shall  not  be  infringed. 

ARTICLE  III 

No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace  be  cjuartered  in  any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner, 
nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  IV 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but 
upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place 
to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 

ARTICLE  V 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a 
presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval 
forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger;  nor  shall  any 
person  be  subject  for  the  same  offense  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  be 
compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be  witness  against  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 


or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public 
use  without  just  compensation. 

ARTICLE  VI 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial, 
by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been 
committed,  which  district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed 
of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him; 
to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the  assistance 
of  counsel  for  his  defense. 

ARTICLE  VU 

In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved,  and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise  reexamined 
in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law. 

ARTICLE  VIU 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual 
punishments  inflicted. 

ARTICLE  IX 

The  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or 
disparage  others  retained  by  the  people. 

ARTICLE  X 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 


Freedom  of  speech  is  infringed  by  the  Federal  “anti-riot”  act 
which  resulted  in  the  Chicago  and  Seattle  conspiracy  trials. 

Freedom  of  the  press  is  eroded  when  the  press,  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  are  sharply  attacked  —  and  served  with  subpoenas  —  by 
public  officials  when  in  fact  they  were  only  exercising  their 
proper  functions. 

e  Freedom  to  assemble  peaceably  is  violated  when  students  who 
attempt  to  assemble  to  express  their  dissent  are  shot  down  as 
at  Kent  State,  Jackson  State,  and  Orangeburg. 

The  right  of  citizens  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  and 
papers  disappears  when  the  “no-knock”  bill  is  enacted  in  Wash¬ 


ington,  D.C.  and  threatens  to  spread  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 

The  right  not  to  answer  for  capital  crimes  except  upon  indict¬ 
ment  by  a  grand  jury  is  vitiated  when  grand  juries  feel  free  to 
act  vindictively,  as  in  the  indictments  at  Kent  State. 

The  right  not  to  be  deprived  of  “life,  liberty,  and  property” 
without  due  process  of  law  is  violated  by  legislation  which 
allows  preventive  detention. 

The  words  “speedy  trial”  have  become  a  tragic  joke.  Thou¬ 
sands  and  thousands  of  men  and  women  languish  in  jail  waiting 
for  a  trial. 

The  right  to  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  is  put  into  question  when 


it  is  difficult  for  the  young,  the  black,  the  brown,  and  the  poor 
to  find  a  jury  of  their  peers. 

The  right  of  an  accused  to  secure  counsel  is  betrayed  by  the 
shameful  lack  of  adequate  facilities  for  the  proper  defense  of 
the  poor. 

The  right  not  to  be  burdened  with  excessive  bail  is  increasingly 
violated,  particularly  for  black  people,  and  for  people  whose 
political  beliefs  are  unpopular. 

0  The  right  not  to  be  inflicted  cruel  and  unusual  punishment  is 
mocked  when  people  must  serve  their  sentences  in  prisons 
as  inhuman  as  the  Tombs,  or  Soledad,  or  Arkansas  State. 


These  violations  of  the  Constitution  are  not  isolated  instances.  They  represent  a 
dangerous  trend  toward  repression  and  neglect  of  rights,  for  which  the  present 

\ 

administration  bears  a  major  responsibility.  It  can  only  be  stopped  by  organization 
among  an  aroused  citizenry.  It  is  time  for  people  to  band  together. 


In  recent  months,  the  following  people  have  formed  The  Committee  for  Public 
Justice  in  the  belief  that  this  country  had  entered  one  of  its  recurring  periods 
of  dangerous  political  repression.  We  are  working  to  set  up  an  early-warning 
system  against  the  invasions  of  our  freedoms.  Prominent  lawyers,  writers,  artists, 
scientists  and  business  executives  throughout  the  country  have  joined  us. 

V 

We  will  make  our  own  investigations.  We  will  work  with  other  national  groups  to 
form  a  broadly-based  coalition  to  defend  rights,  and  we  invite  them  to  collaborate 
with  us  to  take  action  now. 


We  will  expose,  if  convinced  of  the  justice  of  our  research.  We  will  speak  and  write 
and  directly  challenge  the  government  whenever  we  believe  it  necessary. 

We  need  money.  And  we  need  it  from  those  who  agree  that  these  are  dangerous  days. 
Large  money  is  fine,  but  we  will  probably  never  get  it.  Small  money  can  amount  to 
large  money.  If  you  want  to  support  the  principles  of  this  ad,  help  reproduce  it  in 
•  other  papers,  and  contribute  to  the  work  of  the  Committee  for  Public  Justice,  we 
ask  you  to  send  us  whatever  you  can. 


From  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Committee  for  Public  Justice: 

Roger  Wilkins,  Chairman;  Blair  Clark,  Treasurer;  Ramsey  Clark;  Robert  Coles;  Norman  Dorsen;  Lillian  Heilman;  Burke  Marshall;  Robert  B.  Silvers;  Telford  Taylor;  Jerome  Wiesner;  Harold  Willens 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


Warren  Beatty,  actor 
Candice  Bergen,  actress 
Viola  Bernard,  psychiatrist 
Leonard  Bernstein,  conductor  and 
composer 

Marlon  Brando,  actor 
Thomas  Brandon,  motion  picture 
executive 

Edward  Burling,  lawyer 
Nodding  Carter  III,  editor, 
Delta-Democrat  Times 
Warren  Christopher,  lawyer 
Blair  Clark,  journalist 
Ramsey  Clark,  former  LF.S.  Attorney 
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Mrs.  Robert  Claytor,  President, 
National  Board,  YWCA 
Benjamin  Cohen,  lawyer 
Robert  Coles,  psychiatrist  and  writer 
Barry  Commoner,  professor, 

St.  Louis  University,  Wash, 

Jack  Conway.  Center  for  Community 
Change 


Adrian  DeWind,  lawyer 
William  Doering,  Professor  of 
Chemistry,  Harvard  University 
Norman  Dorsen,  General  Counsel, 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
professor,  N.Y.U.  School  of  Law 
Ronnie  Dugger,  publisher.  The  Texas 
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Marian  Edelman,  lawyer 
A.  Whitney  Ellsworth,  publisher 
Jules  Feififer,  writer 
Mrs.  Marshall  Field,  Chairman, 

The  Field  Foundation 
Moe  Foner,  Local  #1199 
Lillian  Heilman,  writer 
V.  W.  Henderson,  President, 

Clark  College 
Buck  Henry,  writer 
Aileen  Hernandez,  President, 
National  Organization  of  Women 
John  Hersey,  writer 
Charles  Horsky,  lawyer 
George  Kirstein,  writer 


George  B.  Kistiakowsky,  former 
Science  Adviser  to  the  President 
John  Lewis,  Voter  Education  Project, 
Atlanta 

Shirley  MacLaine,  actress 
John  Mansfield,  Professor  of  Law, 
Harvard  University 
Burke  Marshall,  former  Assistant 
Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States;  Deputy  Dean  and  Professor 
of  Law,  Yale  Law  School 
Louis  Martin,  editor, 

Sengstacke  Newspapers 
Mrs.  Paul  Moore,  Jr.,  writer 

Charles  Morgan,  Director,  Southern 
Regional  Office,  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union 

Paul  Newman,  actor 
Mike  Nichols,  director 
Herbert  Packer,  Professor  of  Law, 
Stanford  University 

Martin  Peretz,  professor. 

Harvard  University 


Louis  H.  Poliak,  Professor  of  Law, 

Yale  University 

Bernard  Rapoport,  American  Income, 
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Mrs.  Fiona  Rust,  Director,  the  Field 
Foundation 
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William  Shirer,  writer 
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Robert  B.  Silvers,  editor 
McNeill  Smith,  lawyer 
Jean  Stein,  writer 
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William  Styron,  writer 
Donald  Sutherland,  actor 
Shirley  Sutherland 

Telford  Taylor,  Professor  of  Law, 
Columbia  University 

James  Vorenberg,  Professor  of  Law, 
Harvard  University 


James  Watson,  scientist 
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Technology 
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Ford  Foundation 

Harold  Willens,  National  Chairman, 
Businessmen's  Educational  Fund 
Harris  Wofford,  President, 

Bryn  Mawr  College 
Leonard  Woodcock,  President, 

United  Auto  Workers 
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History,  Yale  University 
Adam  Yarmolinsky,  Professor  of  Law, 
Harvard  University 
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The  Committee  for  Public  Justice 

50  West  57th  Street 
Room  707 

New  York,  New  York  10019 

Yes,  I  agree  our  rights  are  in  danger. 

I  want  to  help. 

I  enclose  ray  contribution  for  $ _ ~ 

I  would  like  to  be  informed  of  the  work  of  the  Committee. 

Name  .  ..  _ _ _ 

Address _ _ 

City - State _ Zip _ 
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